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NH WEEKEND
Amherst goes to the goldens; 

a family fright farm in Milford • B1

COLLEGE HOCKEY
New Wildcat Ryan Black shows  

he belongs in Division I • B3

In the markets:
S&P 500: 3,695.16

-24.82 (0.67%)

A Small Prayer
May we have a brain-

storming session with 
You, Lord, through our 
prayers. Amen

Today’s Chuckle
For many, Sunday is a day of 

rest and reflection, sort of like 
Monday mornings and Friday 
afternoons at the office.
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“There is 
nothing 

so powerful 
as truth”

DANIEL WEBSTER
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Abandoned Money
Some of it could be yours

STATE TREASURY’S UNCLAIMED PROPERTY LIST INSIDE TODAY

By Mark Hayward
Union Leader Staff

Defense lawyers for Adam Montgomery, 
who goes on trial next month on charges 
related to the 2019 theft of an AR-15 and a 
shotgun, plan to mount a Perry Mason-like 
defense and cast blame on another suspect 
— the  wife of the gun owner.

Their defense strategy is spelled out in 
a flurry of recent filings in Hillsborough 
County Superior Court in Manchester. 
Montgomery, the father of the missing 
and presumed murdered child Harmony 
Montgomery, will 
face a Hillsborough 
County jury next 
month on the weap-
ons charges. Con-
viction on all the 
charges could send 
him to prison for 
decades.

But his lawyers 
say police have the 
wrong person.

“This is a legiti-
mate defense. Pros-
ecutors have got 
to show it’s the right guy,” said Tony Scu-
limbrene, a Nashua defense lawyer with no 
connection to the case. He noted that rules 
governing trials prevent the introduction of 
frivolous claims about alternative culprits.

Meanwhile, the mother of another mur-
dered child, Elijah Lewis of Merrimack, is 
listed as a possible prosecution witness in 
Montgomery’s trial. If Danielle Dauphi-
nais is called to testify, it would link the two 
high-profile cases, both of which involved 
alleged harm to a child by their parents.

Court records offer no indication about 
the possible testimony of Dauphinais, who 
faces first-degree murder charges in Eli-
jah’s death. However, both she and Har-
mony’s stepmother, Kayla Montgomery, 
were held at the Valley Street jail at the 
same time, and it wouldn’t be unexpected 
for Dauphinais to testify about discussions 
she had with Kayla Montgomery.

By Paul Feely
Union Leader Staff

Saying officials and resi-
dents “have had enough,” 
Manchester aldermen this 
week voted to ban shopping 
carts, tarps and temporary 
shelters and structures in the 
city’s public parks, over the 
strenuous objections of advo-
cates for the homeless.

Tuesday night’s vote on an 
amended city ordinance was 
11-2. Aldermen Erin George-
Kelly and Christine Fajardo 
opposed the change. Alder-
man Tony Sapienza was ab-
sent.

On a motion by Pat Long, 
aldermen voted to suspend 
the rules and implement the 
ordinance immediately.

The amendments modify 

an ordinance that already 
prohibits camping and fires 
in public parks.

The new language prohib-
its setting up any tents, tarps, 
shacks, market umbrellas, 
beach umbrellas or other 
temporary shelter or struc-
ture at any hour of the day 
or night for the purpose of 
camping without the approv-
al of the public works director 
or a designee.

The amended language 
also prohibits anyone from 
bringing in, using or pos-
sessing any shopping cart, or 
more than one bicycle at a 
time in any city park.

Long said he has heard 
from residents, including se-
niors, who say they are afraid 

Aldermen: Residents ‘have had enough’
Over pleas from homeless advocates, board 

imposes new restrictions on shopping carts and 
other gear brought into city parks.

THOMAS ROY/UNION LEADER 

A group of homeless adults sits behind three shopping carts at Victory Park in Manchester on Wednesday.

THOMAS ROY/UNION LEADER

A large collection of tarps and homeless gear is piled on the sidewalk 
at Veterans Memorial Park on Elm Street in Manchester.

HOMELESSNESS IN MANCHESTER

“We have given everything.  
This community continues to give,  

but people have had enough.  
The aldermen finally have had enough.” 

ALDERMAN JOE KELLY LEVASSEUR

Adam Montgomery 
defense: He didn’t  
steal the guns, but 
we know who did

COURTS

CRIME

Public defenders spell out 
strategy for Montgomery’s 
upcoming trial in court filings. 

ADAM MONTGOMERY
Facing decades in prison 

if convicted

By Josie Albertson-Grove  
and Kevin Landrigan

Union Leader Staff

Tensions are mounting be-
tween workers at New Hamp-
shire’s youth detention center and 
state officials after several serious 
injuries to staff, including one 
employee with three concussions 
from recent assaults, according to 

the employees’ union.
The State Employees Associa-

tion, which represents staffers at 
the Sununu Youth Services Cen-
ter in Manchester and many other 
state employees, says conditions 
have become more dangerous 
while center staff have been re-
quired to work overtime shifts for 
the past week.

“The current staff here are more 

than burnt out,” read a statement 
issued Wednesday by the union. 
Despite a pay increase over the 
summer, the center has struggled 
to hire and maintain staff.

“We know from experience that 
the staff and residents at SYSC are 
safe when the facility is staffed 
appropriately,” said Jake Leon, a 
spokesman for the Department of 
Health and Human Services, in an 
email.

Mandatory overtime so far has 
been the only way to ensure safe 
staffing levels at the Sununu Cen-

ter, Leon said.
The center is operating with 

less than half the front-line staff 
it typically would need to care for 
about 12 children and teenagers 
in custody. The youths range in 
age from 10 to 17, though most 
are in their late teens.

Sununu Center staff and juve-
nile probation officers have been 
required to work mandatory over-
time shifts for the last week. An 
employee can be fired for refusing 
too many of these overtime shifts, 
the union said Wednesday. Leon 

said the department has created 
a retention bonus for staff at the 
Sununu Center and other direct-
care facilities, and has raised staff 
pay.

Staff have said they feel unsafe 
around the children and teenag-
ers, some of whom have faced 
significant trauma and have been 
accused of serious crimes, and 
nearly all of whom have mental 
and behavioral health challenges.

Since August, police and 

Union details injuries, frustrations at understaffed detention facility
Executive Council, legislative leaders OK temporary 

staffing contract.

SUNUNU YOUTH CENTER

By Paul Feely
Union Leader Staff

A man arrested last week in Ver-
mont has been charged with two 
counts of second-degree murder in 
the shooting deaths of Stephen and 
Djeswende Reid in Concord in April, 

the Attorney General’s Office said 
Wednesday.

An arrest warrant was signed 
charging Logan Levar Clegg, 26, 
most recently of South Burlington, 
Vermont, with two counts of second-
degree murder for killing the Reids 
by shooting them multiple times on 
April 18.

After the warrant was issued, it was 
given to Vermont authorities and 
used Wednesday to arrest Clegg as a 
fugitive from justice on the murder 

charges out of New Hampshire.
Clegg has been in custody on an 

unrelated charge since Oct. 12 at the 
Northwest State Correctional Facility 
in St. Albans, Vermont. He is being 
held for violating parole in an unre-
lated Utah case, officials said.

Clegg’s arraignment on the fugitive 
from justice charge in Vermont is ex-
pected to take place Thursday at the 
Franklin County Superior Court in St. 
Albans.

After Clegg’s arraignment, New 

Hampshire authorities will seek to 
have him extradited to New Hamp-
shire.

The defense then made a separate 
appeal in civil court for a bail hear-
ing, which was granted. But the New 
Hampshire murder charges appear 
to make that moot.

The bodies of Stephen and 
Djeswende Reid, a retired couple, 
were found April 21 in a wooded area 

Man arrested in Vt. charged in Concord couple’s deaths

LOGAN CLEGG
Charged with 

second-degree murder

Logan Clegg, 26, had been 
in custody as a fugitive from 
justice in Utah.

See Montgomery, Page A12

See Youth Center, Page A12

See Homeless, Page A12

See Murders, Page A12
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Dauphinais’ lawyers re-
quested that they represent 
her in her role as a wit-
ness, especially during any 
cross-examination, when 
lawyers would ask about 
the Lewis case.

Both Kayla Montgom-
ery and Dauphinais are 
listed as witnesses for the 
state. Kayla Montgomery 
is expected to testify about 
what she knows about the 
October 2019 theft of guns 
from the home of Christo-
pher and Kimberly Frain.

But Adam Montgom-
ery’s lawyers want to keep 
her from testifying. They 
fault prosecutors for wait-
ing until Oct. 7 to provide 
statements that Kayla 
Montgomery made to po-
lice four months earlier 
about the guns.

In filings, defense attor-
neys faulted prosecutors 
for not providing the in-
formation sooner, saying 
it “completely changed 
the landscape of the gun 
cases.” Public defenders 
Caroline Smith and Paige 
Buckley want a judge to 
block Kayla Montgomery 
from testifying.

A judge has yet to rule on 
their request.

The guns were stolen in 
early October 2019 from 
the Frain home. At the 
time, Frain told police he 
suspected his wife was 
using cocaine and had sold 
the guns or traded them for 
drugs, according to court 
filings.

But more recently, Man-
chester police arrested a 
man named Michael Sul-

livan. Afraid of going to 
Valley Street jail, Sullivan 
told police he saw Adam 
Montgomery sell the sto-
len Mossberg 12-gauge 
shotgun and try to sell the 
stolen Stag AR-15.

Sculimbrene, the Nash-
ua attorney, cautioned 
about the difficulty of pin-
ning down illegitimate gun 
sales.

“It’s really difficult. It’s 
like the Warren Zevon 
song. Guns and money are 
hard to trace,” the defense 
attorney said. “They’re the 
bread and butter of crimi-
nal enterprise.”

In filings, public defend-
ers Smith and Buckley 
point to numerous holes 
in the prosecution’s theory 
that Montgomery stole the 
Frain weapons:

• Kimberly Frain, who 
was charged with cocaine 
possession two months 
after the burglary, has ad-
mitted pawning a wedding 
band that was reported 
stolen at the same time 
as the guns. The charges 
against her were dropped.

• Adam Montgomery 
has never been charged 
in connection with a third 
gun stolen at the same 
time — a .38-caliber Ruger 
handgun. That’s because 
it turned up in the search 
of a Dorchester, Mass., 
resident’s apartment. He 
told police he received the 
gun from Ismael Garcia of 
Manchester.

• The shotgun has 
never been recovered but 
may have been used in a 
robbery. Filings make no 

mention of the where-
abouts of the AR-15.

• Lawyers on both sides 
have filed papers to intro-
duce the criminal records 
of 10 witnesses who may 
be called to testify. They 
cite crimes such as drug 
possession, drug sales, 
theft, burglary, weapon 
possession and witness 
tampering, which could 
damage the witnesses’ 
credibility.

“It is the theory of the de-
fense that Kimberly Frain 
traded or sold the missing 
guns to Ismael Garcia for 
drugs or money,” the pub-
lic defenders wrote.

The prosecution case is 
expected to involve wit-
ness testimony and Face-
book messages about the 
guns. A spokesman for At-
torney General John For-
mella, whose prosecutors 
are handling the case, did 
not immediately provide 
comment.

Adam Montgomery’s 
lawyers also want a judge 
to question potential ju-
rors about what they have 
seen in the media or social 
media about Harmony’s 
disappearance and wheth-
er they think her father had 
anything to do with it.

That will require a lot of 
time. “This is going to take 
at least half a day,” Scu-
limbrene said, “maybe a 
couple days.”

Jury selection is sched-
uled for Nov. 7. Superior 
Court Judge Amy Messer 
has yet to issue some key 
rulings in the case.

mhayward@unionleader.com

Montgomery
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emergency medical servic-
es have been called to the 
center 10 times, according 
to the union, and staffers 
have been badly hurt.

Two had to have surgery 
after the assaults, and two 
have suffered concussions. 
One worker has had three 
concussions since August. 
Youth have bitten several 
workers. During one state 
police response, the union 
said, a youth tried to grab a 
state trooper’s gun.

Three youths incarcer-
ated at the center also have 
been sent to the hospital 
with injuries.

Years of inadequate 
funding have slowly bled 
the facility, the union said. 
The uncertain future of the 
Sununu Center and the 
current tight labor market 
have created serious staff 
shortages, but the union 
said programs have been 
slowly cut from the center 
for years.

Once, the facility offered 
career and technical educa-
tion options for youth, with 
woodworking courses, cu-
linary courses and an auto 
shop. The union said none 
of these programs exist at 
the Sununu Center now.

In a related develop-
ment, the Executive Council 
on Wednesday approved 
without debate a $500,000 
contract for Maxim Health-
care Staffing Services Inc. 
of Manchester to continue 
to provide youth counselor 
staffing at the Sununu Cen-
ter while work continues on 
a new treatment center to 
replace it.

This contract from state 
dollars extends staffing ser-
vices from Oct. 31 to the 
end of April to give the Leg-
islature time to come up 
with a new closure date for 
the SYSC.

“These temporary staff 

provide constant surveil-
lance to ensure a safe and 
secure environment free 
from assaults, escapes, 
attempted suicides, and 
other potentially danger-
ous situations,” said Joseph 
Ribsam, director of the Di-
vision of Children, Youth 
and Families.

Ribsam said Tuesday 
that the agency was provid-
ing eight temporary staff 
members for the facility.

Legislative impasse hurt

Gov. Chris Sununu said 
he is urging lawmakers to 
address the situation.

“I remain committed to 
working with the Legisla-
ture to close the Youth De-
tention Center once and for 
all while implementing a 
future solution that ensures 
robust service in a more ap-
propriate setting,” Sununu 
said in a statement.

Last spring, House and 
Senate negotiators were 
unable to reach agreement 
on some key features of the 
replacement facility, in-
cluding the number of beds 
it would include.

As a result, legislation 
died and the March 30, 
2023 closure date stayed in 

place.
At that time, top lawmak-

ers and state agency offi-
cials said that deadline was 
impossible to meet.

Cassandra Sanchez, the 
state’s child advocate, has 
urged the Legislature to 
come up with a permanent 
replacement for SYSC by 
April 2025 but to put pro-
gramming changes in place 
in the meantime so these 
juveniles receive treatment 
that is more appropriate.

The Joint Legislative Fis-
cal Committee approved 
this same contract at its 
meeting last Friday.

Ribsam told the group it 
will be a challenge for the 
state to transition from a 
program that’s treatment 
and not incarceration-cen-
tered.

This will require recruit-
ing more staff with behav-
ioral health skills while the 
country is in the midst of a 
chronic workforce shortage 
for these workers.

State Rep. Jess Edwards, 
R-Auburn, who chairs the 
House Finance Committee 
working group in charge of 
the DCYF budget, said, “I 
apologized to Director Rib-
sam because the problems 
he is experiencing now are 
connected to our inability 
to reach an agreement,” Ed-
wards said.

“I think we’re all on the 
same page now for both a 
short- and long-term ap-
proach.”

Councilor Cinde Warm-
ington, D-Concord, said 
she was working with Rib-
sam and other stakeholders 
on a permanent solution.

“This is a very delicate 
and critical situation. The 
Legislature has to address 
this issue as soon as pos-
sible,” Warmington said.

jgrove@unionleader.com
klandrigan@unionleader.com

Youth Center
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to go to local parks.
“There are people who 

say they should have noth-
ing to fear. Whether that 
fear is a perception or not, 
if they fear that, that’s good 
enough for me,” Long said. 
“We’re not evicting home-
less from the parks. The 
homeless are more than 
welcome to be in these 
parks and enjoy the day as 
anyone. My objective is to 
get these parks back to pub-
lic use.”

Officials: Never enough
Alderman Joe Kelly 

Levasseur told those urg-
ing officials to vote down 
the ordinance amend-
ments that the city “has had 
enough.”

“If somebody did this 
to your own personal, pri-
vate lawn and defecated 
on it, drank beer on it, put 
a needle in their arm on 
your lawn, you would call 
the police,” Levasseur said. 
“But for some reason it’s OK 
that it’s not on your lawn, in 
your own house. It’s OK if 
they do it in your parks.

“Our city, our taxpayers, 
our departments have spent 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars cleaning up the 
places we’ve allowed them 
to stay,” Levasseur said. 
“We have given everything. 
This community continues 
to give, but people have had 
enough. The aldermen fi-
nally have had enough.”

Mayor Joyce Craig said 
the latest “Point in Time” 
count — a survey conduct-
ed in January that mea-
sures the total number of 
sheltered and unsheltered 
individuals — reported 397 
sheltered homeless individ-
uals in Manchester and 116 
unsheltered.

Before the vote, Brandon 
LeMay, a candidate for state 
representative, told city of-
ficials he wants to “help my 
hometown address house-
lessness.”

“I want to work on mean-
ingful change with all of 
you,” said LeMay, who is 
New Hampshire Hous-
ing Justice organizer for 
the nonprofit organization 

Rights and Democracy. 
“I need you to stop hurt-
ing my houseless friends 
and neighbors. This (the 
amendment) is not solving 
any issue, it’s an attempt to 
make it look like you’re ad-
dressing the problem with 
a solution that doesn’t do 
anything productive. When 
you want to appease the 
housed population, it’s 
high-reward, low-risk to go 
after the houseless.

“Aren’t we, on the left, 
supposed to stand up for 
those who are systematical-
ly downtrodden?” LeMay 
said. “I’m done making ex-
cuses for all of you.”

Alderman George-Kelly 
urged the board to vote 
down the proposal.

“I think we really need to 
consider the fact that we are 
putting ordinances on the 
books that are inadvertently 
criminalizing being un-
housed in our community.”

Alderman Bill Barry said 
he also has heard from peo-
ple afraid to visit the city’s 
parks.

“It’s unfortunate when 
you go in there and walk 
and you’re confronted, 
when you see people def-
ecating, going to the bath-
room in the parks,” Barry 
said. “You see used needles 
hanging around after the 
homeless people vacate 
the parks. Our city crews 
have to go and they have to 
maintain these parks. They 
can’t cut the grass. I do sym-
pathize with people that are 
homeless and I wish we had 
a solution.”

Advocates: Housing first
Several homeless advo-

cates said the city should 
take a “housing first” ap-
proach, lean on the state for 
more support and possibly 
team with a developer to 
offer some type of housing.

“The city of Manchester 
cannot afford that,” Long 
responded. “Pressure the 
state? We’ve been pressur-
ing the state forever. Same 
with the county.”

In a memo to aldermen, 
City Parks, Recreation and 
Cemetery Division Direc-

tor Mark Gomez wrote that 
the parks are intended to be 
shared and enjoyed “by all 
people.”

“Recently, we have expe-
rienced a marked increase 
in park visitors bringing 
in large amounts of pos-
sessions and establishing 
semi-permanent living 
accommodations during 
non-curfew hours,” Gomez 
wrote. “Shopping carts are 
being used to transport and 
store numerous and often 
bulky personal belongings. 
Market umbrellas, tarps 
and other materials are 
being used to erect shelters 
and occupy disproportion-
ately large areas.”

Aldermen began receiv-
ing emails over the week-
end asking them to oppose 
the proposed amendments 
and delay any further dis-
cussion until the city hires 
a new director of homeless 
initiatives.

The city has begun ad-
vertising that position since 
the resignation of Schonna 
Green last month.

The emails pointed out an 
existing ordinance passed 
in 2021 already prohibits 
camping in public parks 
without permission.

Levasseur said the city 
can’t wait any longer.

“There are people that 
are terrified to walk on 
our trails after the murder 
down in Ward 9,” Levas-
seur said. “The people that 
we’ve helped the most, the 
people that we’ve opened 
our doors to, the people that 
have come here from all 
around this state, good old 
Manchester has been taken 
advantage of, and they have 
abused us. They have abused 
themselves, and they have 
abused our parks.

“The more free stuff you 
give, the more free stuff 
they want. The more ser-
vices you offer, the more 
services they want. If you 
go and house 150 of these 
people, 150 more are going 
to show up. It’s never going 
to end. Whatever we can do 
to put a stop to this, we need 
to do it.”

pfeely@unionleader.com

Homeless
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near the Marsh Loop Trail 
in East Concord.

In May, police and pros-
ecutors released a com-
posite sketch of a person of 
interest they were seeking 
in connection with those 
murders.

In July, police announced 
a $50,000 reward for in-
formation leading to the 
conviction of the person 
responsible for the double 
homicide in Concord.

Concord police contin-
ue to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the murders. They can 
be reached at 603-225-
8600, or tips can be sub-
mitted anonymously by 
contacting the Concord 
Regional Crimeline at 

603-226-3100.
Tips can also be sub-

mitted online through the 
Crimeline website at www.

concordregionalcrime-
line.com, or text message 
TIP234 and your message 
to CRIMES (274637).

Murders
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PROVIDED BY CONCORD POLICE

Wendy and Stephen Reid were found shot to death near a 
popular Concord walking trail on April 21.

“I think we’re all 
on the same page 

now for both a 
short- and long-
term approach.” 

REP. JESS EDWARDS
chair of House working group  

on DCYF budget

By Joseph Ax
Reuters

Videos published by the 
Tampa Bay Times show 
Florida ex-convicts express-
ing bafflement and frustra-
tion as they were arrested 
for voting illegally, a result 
of the first investigations by 
Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis’ new election police 
agency.

In one video, Romona 

Oliver reacted with shock 
when police arrived at her 
house early one morning 
and arrested her as she 
was headed to work.

“Voter fraud?” she 
asked. “I voted, but I ain’t 
commit no fraud.”

The videos from offi-
cers’ body cameras, which 
the newspaper obtained 
through public records re-
quests, were taken on Aug. 
18, hours before DeSantis 

held a news conference to 
announce the arrests of 20 
people for voting illegally 
in the 2020 election.

DeSantis said all of 
those arrested had been 
convicted of murder or 
sex crimes, which exclud-
ed them from a 2018 Flor-
ida state constitutional 
amendment that restored 
voting rights to other fel-
ons who had finished their 
sentences. 

20 Floridians arrested for voting illegally


